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Pt	was	recently	intubated,	set	on	SIMV/Vt	500/RR	12/PEEP	5/FiO2	100%,	breathing	28	bpm	
•	Patient	looks	incredibly	uncomfortable.	Pox	is	93%,	ETCO2	is	35	
a)	Paralyze	the	patient	
b)	Increase	the	PEEP	
c)	Increase	the	Vt	
d)	Sedate	the	patient	
e)	Add	Pressure	Support	
	
Ans:	E.	
a)	Paralyze	the	patient	
–	Don’t	do	this	unless	you	know	what	you’re	doing	
b)	Increase	the	PEEP	
–	Oxygenation	is	OK.	Don’t	need	to	do	this	
c)	Increase	the	Vt	
–	Ventilation	is	OK.	Don’t	need	to	do	this	
d)	Sedate	the	patient	
–	Maybe…	
e)	SIMV	with	Pressure	Support	
•	Never	use	SIMV	without	pressure	support	
•	Remember	SIMV	only	gives	you	the	set	RR	
•	The	pt	is	only	getting	12	mechanical	breaths	
•	16	breaths	are	pt-generated…	against	all	the	resistance	of	the	tubing!!!!	
Torture!	
	
Pt	was	recently	intubated,	set	on	AC/Vt	600/RR	18/PEEP	5/FiO2	100%,	breathing	28	bpm	
•	RT	tells	you	that	the	ABG:	7.65/12/400/24/98%	and	asks	you	what	you	want	done.	
a)	Increase	the	PEEP	
b)	Decrease	the	RR	
c)	Increase	the	Tidal	Volume	
d)	Give	Bicarbonate	
e)	Decrease	Tidal	Volume	
f)	None	of	the	above	
	
a)	Increase	the	PEEP	
–	Don’t	need	to,	oxygenation	is	fine	
b)	Decrease	the	RR	
–	Most	common	choice.	Most	common	error	
c)	Increase	the	Tidal	Volume	
–	Probably	already	too	high	
d)	Give	Bicarb	
–	Pt	is	already	markedly	alkalotic	
e)	Decrease	Tidal	Volume	
–	Maybe.	Tidal	volume	should	not	be	more	than	10	cc/kg	IBW.	Set	Vt	at	8cc/kg	IBW	
f)	None	of	the	above	
–	Maybe.	Pt	may	need	sedation/analgesia	
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		iPEEP	=	auto-PEEP	
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